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Adventures in a Castle..
An Original Story,

PREVIOUS to the revolution which
has convulsed Europe, and before peace
and order were banished from tho boesom
of Fraee, lived Monsicur Boileau. His
chateau was sitnated on the border of a
small stieam which glided through a roman-
tic valley in the province ef Burgundy,
He had formerly resided in the capital, and
had ever borne an unblemished character ;
but having the misfortune of being bereft
of the partner of his felicity, he purchgsed
this small spot, to which heretired, accom.
panicd by his two sons, Louis and Henry,
neither of them of an age capable of feals
ing the severity of their loss : Louis the eld-
est,heing but thirteen, and his brother Lwo
years younger. Monsieur Boileau here
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employed the principal part of his time in
instructing his two children inevery branch
of seience, and with pleasure observed the
progress they made in their stadies, and
the justice of' their observations on the va-
rious authors, whose works he had sub-
mitted to their perusal.  Seveial years had
Jpassed away, and the two brothers had
nearly attained the age of maturity, when
the hand of death deprived them, of their
father: sincere was their grief oh' this oc-
casion, for they had always loved him with
the fondest afiection,  On his death-hed
he committed them to the care of his friend
Monsicur Dupont, then an inhabitant of
Dijon, the capital of the province, who
received the weeping orphans with tender-
ness, sympathized with their sorrowd, and
soolhc({ their afflictions, by his kind atten.
lign. Tt may not be amiss here to observe,

that Monsicur Boilean was a descendatit of
a noble house, and that if he had survived

his brother the Count de Vauban, he would
have inherited his title, therefore Lonis
his cldest sen, became the heir apparent
ofhis wicle : hetween the Count and his
brether a difference had léng subsisted, and
which was not termindted by the death of
the latter, but the enmily was conting-
ed to liis inmocent népliews; though ashis
brother had lelt o very considerable for-
tune, and his own was tbo small to support
his extravagance, he pretended to entertain
a gieat nllection for them, that ke might
have an opportunity of excenting his vil-
lainous designs,  Monsieur Dupont, wham

his friend Boileau, appointed guardian of
his childien, was a gentleman who had tco
sreat.an scequaintance with the world and
its arts, to sufler himself to be deceived by
a specious appearpnee, he therefore tmin-
utely noticed the Count’s conduct, and act-
ed with caution in any thing with which
he was concoried. Shortly aliet the young
Boileaw’s were  numbeted amongst the
ﬁ;ﬁnily, Dupont removed {o his country
scat : it was a large house, dnd it appearcd
as if' it had stood for centuri¢s, by the 1u-
inous condition of many parts of it, It had
been bequeathed to him by a distant jela-
tion in its present state ; but admiring the
grandeur of its situation, and the beautiful
scenery which surrounded it, he had resolv-
ed to spare no expense in making it suita-
ble to receive his family, during the sun-
mer months.  Ie hod therefore repaired

| the north wipg ol the l)uilding, and deter-
‘minqd fo refitthe whole in the ensuing year,

*This spot they made their retreal, and were
frequently visited by the Count de Vauban,,
who would cften spend whole wecks with
them, . T
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. Pul this seeming friendship for his
ncphews did not lull the watchfulness of
o' Mr. Dupont, and frequently while tra-
cing the various avenues fo the southern
wing of the house, he would percieve him-
selfcarcfully followed, by the scrutinizing
eye of the faithful gnardian,  Although he
was sensible that hewas the object of the
suspicion of Monsicur Dupout, yet it did
not deter him from contriving further plans
to deprive his nephews of their estate. One
night Henry, the youngest, complained of
a slight fndisposition, and retired unusually
carly 16 bed 5 at breakfast hour the next
morning he had not appeared, which his
guardian attributed to his not having rested
well thepreceding night, owing to his trif-
ling illness, but when the dinner-bell rung,
and he had wot been secn, he bhecame se-
riously alarmed for his safety, and instant-
ly, attended by Louis, entered his chamber,
when, to their astonishment, he was not
to be found, To conjecturc where he was,
or by what unaccountable manner he had
disappeared, was almost impossible, but
all the supposition that could be entertain-
<d by Mr. Dupont was, that it had been
effected by foul means, and the suspicion
of the deed rested on the Count, who had
departed early on the morning.  Thus did
they vemain, when the idea presented it-
self tothe mind of Mr, Dupont that pro-
bably some of the servants had been pre-
vailed upon by the Count to poison thcir
fuod, and that though himself and Louis
had escaped, yet Henry might have fallen l
a victim to the plot, and had been removed
in the night,

(1o be continued.)
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